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Amonrimonfa to the &Dacfficatfof>: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 17, line 6. (paragraph [000501) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[000501 It is to be appreciated that In mail-exchange server topologies, a 
recipient's system 125 or device (such as a personal computer) may Include 
fr^nall/communicatton software 130 that is configured to perfonn ranking and presentation, 
as appropriate, of franked communications 105. Similariy, in embodiments wherein a mail^ 
exchange server 43f Is not utilized or communications are not received via a local software 
application 130 and Instead are received via a network or server based application (for 
example, from a communications feature provided by an ISP server or a remote computing 
application, such as that supported by Citrix Systems and other like systems), the filtering 
and ranking may occur at the service provider's (and/or a third part/s) sen/er or system 
Instead of the recipient's system 125. The results of such filtering and ranking may be 
provided via HTML pages. XlViL pages. Flash implementatfons. Java implementatfons and/or 
any other types of infomiatton transfer fonnats supported tjy a given service provider and 
compatible with a recipient's given devlce(s). Commonly, but not necessarily, such 
lnf6rmatk>n transfer may occur via Web browser compatible information fonnats. such as 
those supported by Microsoft Internet Explorer. Netscape Navigator and others. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 20, line 9. (paragraph [00058D with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[00058] in another embodiment the franking server, mai l oorvor pelwork ngde 
135 or other oommunications system, seiver. or switch may be configured to delay 
transmission of lower category &fliails/communlcationa 106 until the recipient's 
e-mail/communlcation application program 130 indicates to the server that all franked 
e-mails/communlcations of a given or higher category have been received and presented to 
the Incipient. It can be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the ability to filter, 
categorize, purge, prioritize, and/or delay certain communications, while expediting or 
processing others at a nomial rate, may increase the efficiency of networked communication ^ 
systems, such as the Internet, the Worid Wide Web. and others. ^ 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 20. line 21. (paragraph [00060]) with ^ 

the following paragraph, marked to show changes: j__ 
I00060J One approach commonly advocated and sometimes implemented to 

control spam and/or other undesirable communications Is to utilize filtering technologies. O 
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Oneem«..Un.n.200ofam.nngappro8*«shownlnFi,.2A. ,n.hefl«onngopp^ 

W 205 sevens .nd ewna»» ««an«d «n,l^muNo«lo« 
ooni,™nl««lonsneW.rk120(«Kh»tl»lntemeloro»«neWort«).Su* 
^al«mn«,ic«to« 106 own* froo. . «nd..^ ISP 216, as^c^ed 

^or.:n-y/oommu.te.«on««™~.ormay=rrtvoa.^e™«r205.,.««ou.o^^^^ 
C»er2^ 'ome redp.ent= system 126. w.,te «n*/co«m«n^. 

^0 u shou« no«d ^ a»hou,h ^. 2A displays a sWIod^p. ,n '^^^^ 
^ ^ 136. and/o, red^nrs davMs) ™ay n.aln.a,r, ona or .no« d^mps ^^.rad 
.^WccmmurtcalionslOS. Acco«llnoly.«artnBladun»220niustratedmF«.2AB 

Simprrfied. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 21. line 22. (paragraph [00062]) with 
the following paragraph, marited to show changes: . . 

[000621 In order to filter unwanted emails/communications 105 from legrtimate 
communlcations.«te«y6temefi!ter5205«^ 

domain from which a given ^mail/communication has been sent is on a "banned Let (I.e.. 
list of domains associated with persons or entities from whom a recipienUSP or othera c^D 

not desi,^ to receive communications, for example, a listing of known spammers). If so the 
filter 205 generally automatically rejects emails/communications 105 from such domain(s). 
However, spammers constantly change, -spoof." and/or h«ack legitimate domains and/or 
sendera' systems US. addresses and devicas. and/or mask the domain from which they 
send spam. Thus, a cat and mouse game often ensues between spammers and ant- 
spammers (l.e.. those wishing to eliminate spam), in which the anti-spammers attempt to rely 
upon and/or uBIlze filtering techniques to eliminate spam. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 22. line 1 1 . (paragraph [00063]) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

100063] Further, a major shortcoming of filter 205 and filteHng systems is that 
they often have unintended consequences. As a filter becomes more speciflc in the content 
it does or does not allow to pass through, the filter may often reject undesired 
communications 405. subh as spam, as well as legitimate communications. Addrt.onaliy. 
f.lte,5 205 often do not raduceihe volume of communications 105 received by any given ISP 
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225 instead filters205conimonlyreducethevolumeofcommunications 

to a given recipient system 125. 

Please Mace the paragraph beginning at pag« 22. Hne19.(par3gr.ph 1000^^^^ 

the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

1000641 one embodiment of the preserrt invention uses aspects of the above 
descrlbedmeHngprocesseslnc«r^unc«onw«hfranK110p..cessi^^^ 
detem^lnewhlchcommunica^onsiOStopresenttoarecipientUs.^^^^^^^^^^ 

,SPs225orothernetworKnodes135oren«ies(in.ud.ngrec.p^^^^^^^^^ 

may still do so if desired) utilize fitters 205 to analyze an e^.l/oommun«a«on 4«aBd 
anddeten.inewhethertbesender.reclplent.add«88.8Ub]e<noroomentoft^^^^ 
;:;;ai.communica«onlsof such nature tl^ltteacceptable to presenttoagn^en^^^^^ 
network node. lr«tead. the ISP 225 or other network node 135 processes 
e^i.,communtea«ons login accordance with pre.le.ned or reai-.me ^^-dja ^'"9 
rules and/orp.^e«nces. As Is discussed in greater detail below, franks 110 may be 
Iched or Lnvlse associated w^th given e-mai^commun^tions 1 05. For example, .n 
. the case of streaming media, a f^nk llfi might exist for a given time period for a given 
stream of Infemnation from a specified source(s). 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 23. line 10. (pa«graph 100065]) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[000651 Rulesmay specify. fbrexample.thatonlye-mails/communicat.ons 105 

meeting spectfic franking requirements are presented to the recipient Continuing me 
example, one such rule may pn>vlde that all unfranked e^nails/communlcations 105 are 
automatically discarded or rejected. Further, when a communication 105 is rejected, rules 
may pnwide fbr the transmission of a retum e^ail/communicalion ip§ indicating the reason 
for such Ejection. Exemplary reasons include a lack of a fr.nk 110. insufficient frank or the 
nke Similarly, rules may be developed such that e-mails/communications 1 06 that are not 
franked wrth a specific class of f.ank405m or are not transmitted from a sender on an 
approved sender list (even rf franked) are processed In accordance with other rules or 
pledures. Further, rules may provide that e-mails/communications 105 assocated w.th a 
streaming media frank are processed first. In order to prevent jitter or other undeslred 
interruptionsinanye-malls/communications. .tshouldaIsobeappreciatedthatanya.es 
and associated processing of e-maib/communications 105 may be handled by any iSP 225 
server, intem-ediate node 135. «)uter. and soforth (collectively, "network node 135) 
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dwnlSP2l5. 

the foltowina Daragiaph, maiKed to show changes: 

Bysepara«ngthef.«eHngofcontent(whichnws«.>occ.r. 

conluion wKh^ P-ent.nven«on)f«M. the processing o^^^^,;^^^^ 
La,~n.ca«one105(whlch.sacco.p..he.,nc.n^^^^^^ 

systems and processes of the present invention), it is antlcpated ^^'^^'^^'^ 
Ling.Jaandcom^exfi^designs.featu^.andfun^onsmayh^^^^^^^^ 

AdditL..y.P^cess,ngofe-ma™n,cat^ns105.asedu^n^^^^ 

e-mai^camn,unica«onsareassociatedwlthafranKl10mayateom.n^^^^ 

t.atiegi«mat.e.rna«s/communlca«o,»a,eacc1dentallypem«ner,tftrd.^^^^ 

en.boLentor«.presentlrwen«onmayu«l)ze^nK1lOp«>cesslr>^ 

conjunction with e-mail/communioatlon105flters2QS (and/or other known 

Jail/communfcatton pmcesslng devices) in order to detem,in. when and whether to 
process and communicate emails/communications m to recipients. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 24. line 17. (paragraph [00067]) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

(000671 Mother approach for reducing and/or eliminating ondeslred 
communications 105. such as spam, utilizes r^lplent pemiissions and «PP^°ved sender 
lists in general, a pemilsston-based software appBcation (not shown), such as CHOICE 
MAIL, may be toaded onto a recipient device i^or utilized atan ISP 225 associated with a 
given recipient device 126. In this approach, the application generally does not try to .dentrfy 
and block spam (see. for e«mple. the Wall Street Journal article -Choice Mall Designs Best 
TrafficCop YettoThwartSpammers: July 11. 2002. incorporated herein by reference). 
Instead, the application detemilnes whether a given sender has the recipienf s pem..ss,on to 
send the recipient an e-mail/communication 105. Upon belief, the CHOICEMAIL system and 
similar approaches may utilize a look-up table containing a list of approved senders. The 
look-up table may be stored on the recipient's devfce 125 or at a networic node 135. 
Accordingly, whenever an e-mall/communication 105 from an unapproved sender .s 
received. pem,isslon Is requested or verified from the recipient prior to the 
e-mall/communication entering the recipients e^i/communication «box. 
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Please rep^ce the p..gr.phbeglnnu^at page 26jine8apara9«pHl^^^^^^^ 

105 arB automaBcally disca^fed. In such an en,bod.ment, ,t Is ^^^^"^^'^^'^ 
:::.com.un^«on 105^ a^nderon a ..en^^^^^^^^^^^ 
«,inhtbedtecardedbeforB.«achingtherecipienfslSP225and/orp»6e^ 
r AS such various embodiments of the present invention may also ba 

dev.ce/system 126. As communicated to clearing house servers 

configured such that approved sender lists 235 are communK;e«« , 
Z Shown) As used har^n. -clearing house servers" generally remove an unfranked 
(not shown), f^s usea ^^^^ ,90 unless the e-mall/communication is 

e.ma.l/oommun]cation105fromaglvennetwoTkl20unles5tnee 

^rn an approved sender, as id^tined by a redpienrs approved sender i.^^^^ 

rbalievI«.atmostO.S.do.nes«clnten«t.trafficp.ss^ 
^rsuchcentralsorvarsmaybeconflgur^toadassuch^^^^^ 
irHy.!arge.SPs2l5.225(sucHasAMER,C^ONUNE.MSN.VAMa^^ 

might also be suitably configured as clearing house servers. 

Piease noplace the par.gr«ph beginning at page 27. iine 1 . (paragraph 100071]) With 

the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

1000711 Yetanotherembod5mentmayfacil»atethecommun«at.onof 

unfrankode-mails/c^mmunioationslOSacrossa^nkodcommuni^^^^^^^ 
120. Accordingly.sende«-system8l15and/orassodatedse,ve.s2«2^mayl« 
configu,«dtostoreapprovedsender«st235lnfonT,atIon. Using this embodimenMhe 
Ler'ssyst«.115.,SP215.oro^erne*«orknodel35mayattachapseudc.^^^^^ 
orl««eva.ue(^teadofaful,yvaiuedfra,*) When sending e-malls/comm^^^^^^^^^ 
«clpient who has previously Idenf-fied the sender as being on h« approved sender hst 235. 
In this manner, systems designed to automatically discard unfranked 
e-rnalls/communlcationsiOS may function wnhout concern fbrapp^^^^^^^ 

e-mail^communlcatlons being mistaken^ dtecarded. because of ^ ^"^"^'ll'^.o a 
rssoclatedwithsuche-mal^/communlca^ons. Itis to be appreciated that^ 

Tender on an approved senderlist235or.emovlngasenderfrom such nst*er^p.en^^^ 
y^m125.IS^225.orothe^ne^^rknode135mayser^ane.maii/commu^^^ 
tTlende^s system 1 1 5 or ISP 215 whk^ deactwates pseudc^-franking for tha g^^^^^ 
recip-.nt Thus, various embodiments of the franking systems and processes o «.e present 
Irwention may be utilized In conjunction with approved sender lists 235 and the like. 
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Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 27. Hne 20. (paragraph [00073]) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[000731 Fig. 3 shows an embodiment 300 of the present invention featuring a 
central franking server 305. Although only a single franking sender 305 is shown in the 
embodlmentofFig.3.inprBCllcemultiplefrankingserversmaybeemployed. Eachfranking . 

server 305 may. for example, be responsible for franking e-mails/communications ^ 
ua.orcommLmirntion. provided by certain senders JIS. network nodes 1 35. Internet sen^ice 
p«,vlders (ISPS) 215. 225 or their associated customers, geographical areas, network 
addresses, and so forth. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 28. line 4. (paragraph [00074]) wth 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: _ 

[00074] The sender's ISP 340 21fi may include a sending e-mail sen/er 320 
and network connector 325. The network connector3« may facilitate server 32fi 
connection to the network 120. 

Please replace the paregraph beginning at page 30. line 1 . (paragraph [000781) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[00078] Upon receipt of the e-mail/communicatlon 105. the franking server 305 
delemiines the service class requested by the sender. ThefTanking server 305 debits the 
sender's account 310 for the amount of the frank 110 (or simply confimis that the sender has 
pT^purchased a valid and legitimate frank of the appropriate class), attaches, associates or 
othen^ise incorporates the frank 110 to the e-mail/communicatton 105. and transmrts the 
now^franked eHTiall/communicatfon across the network 120 and to a recipients 
e-mail/communicatlon server 435315- The recipIenVs e^aii/communication server 135 
may veniythe authenticity of the frank 110 and, once thefrank's authenticity is conRmied. 
transmit the franked e-mall/communication 105 to the recipients system 125. Additionally, 
Where bulk franking of e-mails/communications 106 occurs, the franking server 305 rr«y be 
provided with a Single copy of an ^mail/communication having multiple recipients, and may 
frank and deliver the bulk e-mail/communication appropriately. Finally, the 
e-mail/communication application 130 resklent on the recipient's system 125 may classify 
the incoming ^ail/communication 105 according to its frank 110. The above activlt.es may 
be perfbmied eittier for a single e^ail/communicatfen or a number of communications. 

Please replaceihe paragraph beginning at page 32. line 22. (paragraph [00085]) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 
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[00085] Next, in operation 405. the purchased franks 1 10 are added to a 
sender's account Generally speaking, the franking sen/er may keep track of the number of 
franks currently associated with each sender. Such information could alternately be tracked 
by the sender's system 435 115. That Is. a certain number of franks 1 1 0, value of franks, 
number of franks in a given categoiy. and so forth may be downloaded to and metered by 
the sender's system 435 115, as described In more detail below. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 34. line 8. (paragraph [00088]) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show change: 

[00088] In operation 415. the desired ftank 110 is "attached" to. otherwise 
associated with, or incorporated Into the e-mall/communlcation 105. In the present 
embodiment, the liank note attached to the eHnalVcommunhatlon 105 upon receipt of the 
e^il/communicaiion by the franking sen/er 305. Thus, the franking seiver is responsible 
fbr assigning the appropriate sen/ice dass to each e-mail/communlcation. as requested by 
the sender. In alternate embodiments, the franking server 305 may be split into multiple 
network entities, one of wrhich keeps track of a sender's account 310 balance and is 
responsible for selling franks 1 10 to a sender, and another network entity which actually 
integrates the frank with the e-mail/communlcation 105. In yet another embodiment, the 
e-mail/communication may be franked by the sender's system 435 US, the sender's 
e-mail/oommunicatlon server 345 320. the sender's ISP 215. or anothernetwork node 135 
associated with the sender. In any i«gard. once the e-mail/communicaUon 105 has been 
franked, it is routed to the franking sen/er 305 for transmlsston to the recipient's ISP 225 or 
e^ail/communteatlon server 315 in operation 420. Finally, in step 430 440, the 
e-mail/communk^on Is delivered. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 37. line 19. (paragraph [00096]) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[00096] An alternate embodiment may add Id the approved sender list 235 all 
senders to whom the recipient has replied or otherwise initiated a e-mall/communlcation 105 
within a certain time period, such as six months or one year. Time periods may be set by 
the embodiment or the user. In the event the recipient does not transmit [[aj] an 
e-mail/communfcation 1 05 to a sender within a time period, the sender may be removed 
frwn the recipient's approved list 235. SImilariy. an alternate embodiment may add to an 
approved sender list those senders whose e-mails/communications have been accessed by 
• a recipient within a certain time frame. Again, should the recipient not open or otherwise 
access the sender's e-mail/communication 105 after a certain time expires, that speciffc 
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sender may 
235. 



be manually or automatically removed from the redpienl's approved sender list 



Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 46. line 5. (paragiaph [0001 171) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

10001 17] Rg. 8 displays a portion of an embodiment 800 detailing the purchase 
Of one or mo.^ franks 1 10. In the embodiment 800 shown in Fig. 8. the franking application 
805 may Interact with either a browser 705, an e-mail/communication application program 
605. or directly with an output device manager 610. as represented by the dashed arrows, 
in alternate embodiments, the franking application 805 may interact with only one or two of 
the three other elements 605. 610. 705. or may be Integrated as a sub-program in one or 
more of these elements. Further, although a database 615 Is shown as a separate program 
or piece of code. It too may be directly Integrated with the franking application 600. 700. 805. 
a-mall/communlcatlon applteatlon program 605. browser 705. or output device manager §lfi. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 46. line 16. (paragraph [0001181) 
with the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[0001 1 8] Generally, a sender may initiate a frank 445 llfi purchase through 
one of the variety of methods menttoned in the section above. As part Of this iniUatlon. the 
sender may specify one or more criteria for the frank 1 10. For example, the sender may 
specify a class of frank, frank value, number of franks desired, frank expiration date, frank 
encryption method. Irank usage time (that is. time periods at whfch a frank may be vafld- for 
example, from 6am to 6pm. or from I0pm to 4 am, or any other start and end time), and so 
on It Should be noted that a frank usage time Is different from a frank expiration date- the 
first specifies a period of tima during a day. week, month, and so forth during which a frank 
may be attached to an e-mail/communication and accepted by a franking server, while the 
second specifies a time after which the frank will no longer be valkJ. Further, the frank 
expiration date may be specified as the end of a time period, or a certain date. For example, 
a frank 1 10 with a 1 :00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. frank usage time and a three month frank expiration 
date may be used to frank an e-mall/communlcation 105 transmitted between 1:00 and 6:30 
p.m. on any day during the three months alter the purchase date. Additionally, the sender 
may specify a payment method, as discussed above. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 48. line 21 . (paragraph [0001231) 
vHth the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 
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[0001231 Alternately, the preylously-rnentloned card may coritain data 
identifying a default set of franks 1 10. for example specifying a number of desired franlts and 
dasaes or attributes for each. When the card is inserted into or swiped through the kiosk, 
the kkjsk may autDmaticaliy place the number and type of franks 110 specified by the data 
onto the card, and debit an account 405 310 associated with the purchaser. Yet alternately, 
the default frank set may be presented as a purchase option, rather than being automatically 
filled. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 53. line 18. (paragraph [000139]) 
with the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[0001 39] Alternately, franked e-mans/communfcatlons 1 05 may be 
authenticated by passing such franked e^nalb/communications through a gatekeeper. One 
example of a gatekeeper system configuratkjn Is shown In Fig. 9A. where the central 
franking server 905 may act as a gatekeeper. In this configuration, internet seivice 
prwidens 21S225 and/or Independent frenking nodes 135 may be utilized to approve and/or 
attach a frank 110 to an e-mail/communication 105. Requests for franks may be routed to 
one of ttiese approved network entities 900. 905. 910. The network entitles. In turn, would 
generate the frank 110 aruJ attach Itto the e-mails/communications 105. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 54. line 16. (paragraph [000143]) 
with the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[000143] InaddltiontDthefranksllOandvarious implementations of an 
addiBSB list ^SdiselesedmdisdQagfl herein, an embodiment of the present invention may 
be configured to operate with a code, a password, or other identifier embedded or othenArtse 
attached to ttie e-mail/communication 105. For example, one embodiment may be 
configured to automatically frank any outgoing e-mails/communications 105 including such a 
code, or to treat any incoming e-mails/communicatlons containing such a code as a franked 
e-mail/communication. Effectively, the code may act as a frank 1 1 0 of any sort described (or 
any combination of franks described) herein, without requiring payment from the sender. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 55, line 3. (paragraph 1000144]) witt) 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[000144] For example, a recipient may provWe a code to a sender. Rattier than 
franking an email/communication 105. as described herein, the sender may include ttie code 
in the body of Uie email/communication. Its subject line, anottier portion of ttie 
email/communication, or othenwise attach or associate ttie code witti tiie 
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email/communication. Upon receipt of the email/communication 105 contained In the code, 
the recipient's ISP 225. or maU sender 315. or mail application program 130 may venfy the 
code If the code is property authenticated (for example, by comparing it against a list of 
radptent-spedfied codes or matching the code to a recipienTs key), the recipient's ISP. mall 
server or mail appBcation program may deliver or otherwise queue the email/communication 
105 as if the e^nall/communication were franked with a frank 11 0 of the type corresponding 
to the coda. Attemately. the recipient's ISP 225. mail server 31 5. or mail application 
program 130 may gene.^ a pseudo-frank of the type associated with the code and attach 
the pseudo-frank to the communication 105. By generating and attaching the pseudo-frank, 
the embodiment may facilitate processing the eHnailcommunlcatton 105 (including the code) 
according to the standard franking rules of the recipient's mail sen/er 315. man application 
pn3gt«m 4a0:ef mfir franking applfcatton 805. without requiring exceptions to those nites 
fbr emails/communications 105 having codea. Further, in an embodiment displaying the 
ftank 1 10 type or class associated with the e-mail/communlcation 105 in a recipienrs 

mailbox orfoWer stnjcture. generating and attaching a pseudo^ank insures the embodiment 
displays the coded e-mail/communicatlon in the same manner as any frar>ked 
e-mall/communication r^eived. Thus, visual continuity regarding the display of 
emails/communteations 105 may be preserved by the embodiment 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 57. line 7. (paragraph 1000147]) with 
the folkjwing paragraph, mailced to show changes: 

[0001471 The embodiment may be configured to permit such codes to change 
in response to various criteria, thus elimlnaUng the aetvlce life of a coda and minimizing the 
lilcelihood of inappropriate use. For axampte. an embodiment may recognize a specific code 
only once, ignortng the presence of the code in any e-mails/communications 1 05 after the 
firet Alternately, the code may be valid for a set period of time, a random period of time, a 
usefs specified time period, and so on. The code could be encrypted efther electronteally or 
blometricaily. as may the e-mail/communlcation to which the code Is attached. Further, the 
code may specify to the recipient's ISP 225 (or other nodes 21 0. 32§r445 215^ in 
e-mail/communication 105 transmission path) that the e-mail/communtoa1ion 105 shouW be 
transmitted from the sender to the recipient, rather than being purged or deleted. Codes 
may be unique to individuals, or may be shared by companies, organizations. ISPs. Internet 
domains, and so on. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 59. line 12. (paragraph [000155]) 
with the foitowing paragraph, merited to show changes: 
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[0001 55} In additton to the sorting, filtering, and valuation concepts dlscuSGed 
above, at least one embodiment of a franking system may be configured to provide 
additional unique enhancements to the transmission and receipt of e-mails^communications 
105. For example, an electronic equivalent of certified postal mail may be implemented 
through an embodiment of the present invention. By requesting certified delivery of franked 
e-mails/communlcatlons 1 05. a sender may receive confirmation of the delivery of the 
e-mall/communication to the recipient Generally, this confirmation is generated by either a 
franking application 805, 130 resident on the receiving e-mail/communication server 315, the 
receiving e-mail/communication application 130, a receiving system 126, or other network 
node 135 responsible for transmitting the franked e-mall/communlcatlon to the receiving 
e-mail/communicatjon server Some time after receipt of a certified franked 
e-mail/communication 1 05, one of the above may create a confirmation 
e-mail/communication indicating that the certTied franked e-mail/communtoatk)n has been 
received by the node 135. Opttonally, the confirmation e-mall/communicatton 105 may 
include additional data, such as the time of receipt whether or not the recipient has reviewed 
the certified franked e-mail/communlcation, an identifier corresponding to either the frank 
110 or the certified franked e-mall/communlcation 105 itself, an identifier indicating the 
network or system element 135 generating the confirmation e-mail/communication, and so 
forth. Once created, the confirmation e-mail/communication may be transmitted across the 
network 42019 120 to the sendees system. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 61, line 14. (paragraph [000159]) 
with the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

tOOOl 59] In addition to the delivery receipt function described above, the 
certified mail features of the franking systems described herein may include a tracing 
function. That Is, when a franked e-mail/communication 105 is certified for delivery. Its path 
through the network 120 from the sending e-mail/communication server S-'tOte 210 to the 
receiving e-mail/communication sen/er 225 may be logged. Typically, this log takes the form 
of a series of network addresses. The log may also indicate whether an 
e-mail/communication 105 was copied or stored at a network node. Optionally, the copying 
and storage elements of the log may be available only if an additional frank 1 1 0 is 
purchased. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 69, line 3, (paragraph [000182]) with 
the following paragraph, mariied to show changes: 
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[0001821 Generaltyt it should be noted that an e-mail/communication 105 from 
an approved sender, domain, or even franked e-mails/communicattons received from a 
verified franking server 305, 900, 905. 910 may also be filtered or processed according to 
the standart mles of the receiving e-mail/communication server 245 SjS, the recipient 
system 125, or the recipients e-mail/communication application program 130. That is. 
simply franking an e-mail/communication . 105 or adding a domain or sender to an approved 
list 235 may not circumvent virus cheddng software and so forth. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 79, line 4. (paragraph [000208]) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[000208] Essentially, when an authorized sender initiates an 
e-mail/communfcation 105 across the frank i ng eyctom network 120, 915, and classified as 
one of these ultra-high categories, the e-mail/communication is specially franked and 
transmitted as above. However, instead of transmitting the franked e-mail/communfcation 
105 to a single recipient or list of recipients, all (or a sub-set of) network nodes 135 and ISPs 
215. 225 associated or in communication with the fron l ^ing cyctom network 1 20. 91 5 may be 
configured to receive the franked e-mail/communication 105. Further, such nodes 135 may 
rece'r/e instrvclions to disseminate the franked e-mail/communication 105 to all registered 
system recipients. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 80. line 12, (paragraph [000212]) 
with the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[000212] [[A]] With reference now to Fig, 10. a telemarketer or other caller may 
contact a franking server 1 000 to purchase one or more franks 1 1 0 via his telephone - 1030. 
1030. as detailed with respect to Figs, 6-8. The franking sen/er 1 000 may, for example, 
include a franking interface 1005 for handling a frank request initiated from a caller's system 
1010, as well as distributing purchased franks. The franking server 1000 may also include 
an account list 1015 maintaining a list of all senders who have established an account 310 
with the franking server. For reference, prevlousliKJIscussed franking servers 305, 900, 
905, 910 may also include these elements 1000, 1005. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 81 , line 7, (paragraph [000214]) with 
the following paragraph, marked to show changes: 

[000214] Once the franked call 1 05 is received by a network node 1 020, the 
telephone network node may verily the frank's 110 authenticity. Generally, this verification 
may take place using any of the methods previously described. The telephone nelworic 
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node 1020 nnay then connect the call to the recipients telephone 1025. The frank class and 
related Information may be displayed on the recipient's caller identrficatfen equipment, 
telephone, or any other device connected to the telephone network 4040 1045 and capable 
of displaying alphanumeric infomfiation or providing unique ring patterns. 
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